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Lots of the activities and discussion topics in these teacher’s
notes are deliberately left open to encourage pupils to develop
independent thinking around the book. This will help pupils build
confidence in their ability to problem solve as individuals and also
as part of a group.
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The Front Cover

What do you think you can infer about Harriet Tubman from the
cover illustration?

Pili Aguado
M Isabel Sanchez Vegara

The Blurb

—— What extra information have you found out from reading the

blurb?

What does the word ‘persisted’ mean? Do you think it is a good
or a bad thing to be persistent?

What do you think the ‘Underground Railroad’ might be?

What does the term slavery mean?

Find out, using an atlas or the internet, where Maryland
is in the USA.

How many hours a day do you think Minty worked?

s notes

Why do you think slaves were called African Americans?

What do you think about people being allowed to own
other people?

What do you think happens when families are
separated?

Add thought bubbles to the picture to suggest what the
different people might be thinking.
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ol laallely What is an ‘overseer’?
Why do you think Minty tried to help the slave escape?

How was Minty different from other slaves?

How would you interpret the illustration on this page?

What words would you use to describe Minty2 You might
want to use a thesaurus to extend your range of choice.

Do you think Minty could succeed in her quest to take
people to the Northern states?

Find out where Philadelphia and how far it is from Maryland using an atlas or the internet.

Find a place which is the same distance from your school as Philadelphia is from
Maryland. How long do you think it would take you to travel there by foot?

s notes

What does the author mean when she says that Minty was ‘guided by the pole star’?2
quartokno.ws/2J3sQ2a
quartokno.ws/2NS7JyF
quartokno.ws/2CdAwlv

Find out about the pole star and its alternative names.

Who do you think might try to ‘trace’ Minty?

Which earlier illustration does this picture bring to mind?
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What is a ‘safe house’?

Why do you think the organisation was called the ‘Un-
derground Railroad’?

How would you describe Harriet now?

Place thought bubbles on the illustration to show what the
different characters are thinking.

What sort of problems do you think Harriet might have
had to face, and what made her remarkable?

Why do you think Harriet called the people she helped
her ‘passengers’?

Where do you think the people in the illustration are?

s notes

What is a civil war?

Which states were fighting to keep slavery?2 Why do you
think they did this?

Why do you think Harriet became a spy?
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How do you think Harriet knew how to direct the steam-
boats through the explosives?

Why was she called ‘Moses’? What happened in this
Bible story?

Approximately how many people travelled on each
boat?

What do you think will happen to the millions of people,
now that they are free?

What sort of unequal rules do you think existed?

How does Harriet go about motivating people?

What is one way in which Harriet’s bravery is celebrated
in the USA?

s notes

1Y DO
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HARRIET TUBMAN

What extra information have you found in this part of the book that indicates that Har-
riet is even braver than suggested?

What sacrifices has Harriet made for others?

s notes
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