
	

 
NEWS RELEASE – Wednesday 1 August 2018 
 

Colm Tóibín’s House of Names launches Hay Festival’s new 
Book of the Month promotion 

 
Hay Festival has today announced a new Book of the Month campaign to celebrate and ignite 
conversation around current and backlist books that have contemporary resonance, with Colm 
Tóibín’s House of Names its first selection. 
 

 
 
Chosen by the festival team in Hay on Wye, based on public recommendations, the monthly 
promotion will revisit and re-celebrate great works of fiction, non-fiction and poetry that reach 
through time to touch the present. 
 
Titles will be sold in the UK through the festival’s online shop, as well as being available in all 
good libraries and bookshops, with a digital festival of promotion supporting online, including 
curated streams on the festival’s new Hay Player archive.  
 
First published in 2017, House of Names retells the classic Greek tales of the house of Atreus, the 
stories of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra, their son Orestes and daughters Iphigenia and Electra. 
 
Peter Florence, director of Hay Festival, said: “Hay Festival’s Book of the Month is a digital 
extension of what we do at our festival’s here and around the world, inviting our audience to join 
in with the sorts of conversations we have in the office: what can great writers teach us about our 
world today? Colm has appeared at many of our festivals and House of Names, merging the 
modern novel with ancient myth, feels like the perfect starting point for that conversation.” 
 
 
 



	

About House of Names by Colm Tóibín 
 
On the day of his daughter's wedding, Agamemnon orders her sacrifice. His daughter is led to 
her death, and Agamemnon leads his army into battle, where he is rewarded with glorious 
victory. Three years later, he returns home and his murderous action has set the entire family - 
mother, brother, sister - on a path of intimate violence, as they enter a world of hushed 
commands and soundless journeys through the palace's dungeons and bedchambers. As his wife 
seeks his death, his daughter, Electra, is the silent observer to the family's game of innocence 
while his son, Orestes, is sent into bewildering, frightening exile where survival is far from 
certain. Out of their desolating loss, Electra and Orestes must find a way to right these wrongs of 
the past even if it means committing themselves to a terrible, barbarous act. 
 
About the author 
 
Colm Tóibín was born in Enniscorthy in 1955. He is the author of nine novels including The 
Master, Brooklyn, The Testament of Mary and Nora Webster. His work has been shortlisted for the 
Booker three times, has won the Costa Novel Award and the Impac Award. His most recent 
novel is House of Names. He has also published two collections of stories and many works of non-
fiction. He lives in Dublin. 
 
Find out more about Hay Festival’s Book of the Month at hayfestival.org/book-of-the-
month or explore #HayBookOfTheMonth on social media: 
 
Twitter: @hayfestival_esp / @hayfestival 
Facebook: hayfestivalimaginaelmundo / hayfestival 
Instagram: @hayfestival_esp / @hayfestival 
 
Hay Festival events in English and Spanish can be rediscovered anywhere in the world 
on Hay Player at hayfestival.org/hayplayer via a newly launched subscription service 
offering the world’s greatest writers on film and audio for £10 / €10 per year.  
 
About Hay Festival	
www.hayfestival.org	
	
Hay Festival is a not-for-profit organisation that brings readers and writers together to share 
stories and ideas in sustainable events around the world. The festivals inspire, examine and 
entertain, inviting participants to imagine the world as it is and as it might be. 	
	
Nobel Prize-winners and novelists, scientists and politicians, historians and musicians talk with 
audiences in a dynamic exchange of ideas. The Festival’s global conversation shares the latest 
thinking in the arts and sciences with curious audiences live, in print and online. Hay Festival also 
runs wide programmes of education work supporting coming generations of writers and 
culturally hungry audiences of all ages. 	
	
In 1987, the festival was dreamt up around a kitchen table in Hay. Thirty-one years later, the 
unique marriage of exacting conversations and entertainment for all ages has travelled to editions 
in 30 locations, from the historic town of Cartagena in Colombia to the heart of cities in Peru, 
Mexico, Spain and Denmark. The organisation now reaches a global audience of hundreds of 
thousands every year and continues to grow and innovate, building partnerships and initiatives 
alongside some of the leading bodies in arts and the media.	



	

	
Acclaimed author, actor and writer Stephen Fry is President of the organisation; Peter Florence 
is Director; and Caroline Michel, CEO of leading literary and talent agency Peters Fraser + 
Dunlop, is Chair of the Festival board.  
 
About Hay Festival Foundation 
hayfestival.com/hay-festival-foundation 
 
Hay Festival Foundation is a registered charity created to support the aims of Hay Festival in the 
UK and internationally. The Foundation brings people of all ages together to support our 
educational initiatives and opportunities, committed to access, inclusion and to the pursuit of 
excellence and happiness. 
 
The Foundation is supported through philanthropy and charitable grants with donations 
welcomed at hayfestival.org/wales/patrons-and-benefactors. 
 
Dylan Jones, editor of GQ, is Chair of the Hay Festival Foundation and works alongside trustees 
include Rosie Boycott, Caroline Michel, Maurice Saatchi, and Alice Sherwood. 
 
Coming up: 
 

Hay Festival Querétaro, Mexico (6-9 September 2018) 
Hay Festival Segovia, Spain (20-23 September 2018) 
Hay Festival Arequipa, Peru (8-11 November 2018) 

Hay Festival Wales Winter Weekend, UK (22-25 November 2018) 
Hay Festival Cartagena de Indias, Colombia (31 January-3 February 2019) 

Hay Festival Wales, UK (23 May-2 June 2019) 


